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Parish of St Peter & St Paul, Abington 
- the Church in the Park   - 

Welcome to our April Newsletter 2022  
 

 
 

 
Photo by Sarah May 

 
Rector’s Pastoral Letter  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
As I sit down to write this letter to you in my study, I can see my breath coming 

out of my mouth. I think to myself, ‘Are we back in winter again?’ No, it’s just a 

cold house that has a broken boiler. 

It has been six days since we have had no access to hot water and heating at 

the Rectory. We will have to wait five more days until the work is complete to 

get it going again. Everybody has been so helpful and quickly responded to the 

situation but sometimes you cannot do anything more than simply persevere 

and carry on.  



2 
 

It is much harder though when you simply don’t know how long you will have 

to persevere and carry on. My family and I know that we will have to wait five 

more days and then things will be back to how they were. It would be much 

more difficult if we didn’t know how long this was going to last. However, that 

is the situation we are all facing at this time.  

We don’t know how long the war in Ukraine will last. Some predict that this 

may become a long war. We don’t know how long the price of energy and the 

cost of living will keep going up. Some predict that there will be another big 

jump in prices this coming Autumn. But there will be a stopping point and we 

will adjust to the new circumstances just as we have done before.  

Therefore, the question that is important to us is not only about when, but 

how? How are we going to share the burden together as we see these 

challenges coming toward us? How can we still be generous, kind, and loving 

to each other when our resources get scarce and our pockets lighter? How can 

we find Christ and invite his peace into our hearts, instead of anxiety and 

worries, in these times of uncertainty and challenge?   

I think the hint might not be far away. As I follow the news from Ukraine and 

see how the people of Ukraine have been responding to the biggest and worst 

crisis they have faced since the creation 

of their country, I am encouraged and 

inspired by their example: how they 

stood next to each other; the integrity 

and courage of their leaders; and the 

support and prayers that have been 

pouring in from many nations.  

As many of you know, many experts 

predicted that it would only be a matter 

of time until Ukraine would fall under 

the mighty hand of the Russian army, 

which is the second largest and powerful 

military in the world. Many thought it 

could even be a matter of days. If you 

look at the numbers, you can understand 

why.  

But our Ukrainian friends surprised the 

world. It has been more than a month 



3 
 

since Russia invaded Ukraine and yet they are still fighting. In fact, they are 

even reclaiming some of the territories they lost at the beginning. All this 

comes with a greater cost on the lives of the people of both sides, and we 

continue to pray for this tragedy to come to an end swiftly. But it is impressive 

how Ukraine is still standing and is simply determined not to give up.  

Some praise their inspirational leader, President Zelensky, and his colleagues. 

When Zelensky was elected as the president, there was lots of coverage in the 

media, some of which was close to mockery. He was a comedian. He had never 

held any public office or had any experience in governing. Many of his 

colleagues and cabinet members were in their thirties. Although his party won 

the election by a landslide, he was criticized often, and his policies were 

questioned. But now he is leading the entire nation in unity and fortitude.  

This reminds me of how God works. Throughout history, he would call the 

most unlikely person to lead his people, or bring his words to them. When 

people saw nothing special in that person, the person him/herself regarded 

themselves as a nobody, but God saw things differently and affirmed that 

person. He sees things differently. He looks through the heart and brings out 

courage, wisdom, faith, and love, that we never thought we had.  

But it is not only a handful of people who were called by God through whom 

God works. His way of working is much more relational, connecting so many 

dots together in all sorts of ways.  

It is not only President Zelensky and his colleagues who are making the 

difference, but also the people of Ukraine and the way they are standing 

shoulder to shoulder with each other. When Zelensky was elected, Ukraine 

was going through a very difficult time caused by divisions in the country. 

Some people wanted closer ties with western Europe while others were 

wanting to get closer to Russia. There were many disagreements between 

people. And yet, they have chosen to lay down their differences and stand 

together.  

But it wasn’t only them. When they showed to the world how they were 

standing together, so many countries responded by sending their support and 

prayers in all sorts of ways. Some criticized and said that more things should be 

done, and that may or may not be a valid point, but huge support was and still 

is being given to them by the international community. That does make a 

difference. And the way they are constantly asking for more support, that 

desperation, that persistence, does make a big difference.  
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Setting an example, standing together, having support, asking for support, 

these are what make a difference in times of crisis.  

It makes me ask myself, am I standing together with my neighbours, my fellow 

disciples of Christ, and with my community in this place? By the grace of God, I 

am, and with the help of God, I will. And I do believe that God is calling you and 

me to serve the community even further and help those who are in need, for 

these are challenging times. He blesses us so much that we can share those 

blessings with others.  

My next question to myself is this. Am I having the support of my heavenly 

Father? Yes, God is good all the time and all the time God is good. He always 

gives his blessing and walks with me. But are my hands, and is my heart, open 

to receive his support? President Zelensky is still crying out for a No-fly Zone. 

He is still crying out, ‘We need help. We need more support.’ Am I crying out 

for His help? Am I thirsty for His mercy and grace? Am I as passionate and 

desperate as Zelensky in seeking God’s guidance, wisdom, and His power, or 

do I try to do things on my own most of the time? Having support matters, and 

Christ does not only offer his support, He offers his life to us.  

A couple of weeks ago, I passed my third anniversary of being your Rector in 

Abington. As I look back on those three years, I am full of gratitude and praise 

because I cannot be prouder of you. The way you stood together with each 

other. The way you supported and helped those who were in need. The way 

you forgave and loved others (including myself and my family) has been just so 

encouraging and a real testimony to God’s goodness. Thank you for being the 

light of Christ and bringing Christ into this community.  

As we give thanks to God for each other, and for all the blessings that he gives 

to us through one another, let us remind each other that there are more 

important things than success, than size, than performance. Let us encourage 

each other to look into our hearts and ask ourselves if we are still seeking 

Christ and inviting him into our hearts, our homes, our workplaces. And as we 

continue to pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia, let us also pray that we 

may stand together and support each other, bringing Christ into the lives of 

one another.  

With every blessing  

Jun 
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Service Information from Palm Sunday through Holy Week  
10th April, Palm Sunday: Gathering at the museum at 10 am.  
11th April, Monday of Holy Week: Holy Communion at 7.30 pm at Church.  
            (Homily by Liz Kelly)  
12th April, Tuesday of Holy Week: Holy Communion at 7.30 pm at Church.  
            (Homily by Canon Peter Gompertz)  
13th April, Wednesday of Holy Week: Holy Communion at 7.30 pm at Church.  
            (Homily by Alison Barnes)  
14th April, Maundy Thursday Liturgy at 7.30 pm at Church  
        followed by the watch until 11 pm.  
15th April, Good Friday Liturgy at 2 pm 
16th April, Holy Saturday: Easter Egg hunt at 3 pm at the churchyard 
             : Service of Light and Easter Vigil at 7.30 pm at Church. 
17th April, Easter Sunday: Parish Eucharist and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 
 
 

This month’s prayer 

 
 
Prayer for Peace – Ukraine-Russia Conflict 

We pray with people around the world for peace 

to prevail; 

God of the nations, whose sovereign rule brings 

justice and peace, 

have mercy on our broken and divided world. 

Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all and 

banish from them the spirit that makes for war, 

that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
This month’s Preachers 
 
3rd April, Lent 5:  The Revd. Jun Kim 
14th April, Maundy Thursday: Prester Coleman 
17th April, Easter Sunday: The Revd. Jun Kim 
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24th April, Easter 2: Liz Kelly  
 

Reflecting on Ukraine, Prester Coleman(Reader) 

Some things you don’t forget. The assassination of President Kennedy in 

November 1963 was the first major world event I can recall. We turned on the 

radio for a favourite programme. It wasn’t being broadcast. We soon learned 

the shocking reason why. 

Since then there has been a variety of major events: the moon landings, the 

collapse of the Berlin wall and the ending of apartheid, to name but a few. The 

invasion of Ukraine, commenced on 24th February, seems like another day 

that will change things, not just for those directly involved, but for the wider 

world. An independent European nation has been invaded. Whatever the 

outcome of the “special military operation,” ravaged cities will need to be 

rebuilt, millions of refugees will seek shelter, and countless families will face 

serious injury or bereavement. Desperate as these things are, the possibility of 

it turning into a wider conflict concerns us further. As I write, it is nearly one 

month from the commencement of hostilities. Stubborn resistance has largely 

stalled the advance. We don’t know what will happen next. But suddenly the 

world seems less secure. 

No-one likes having their security undermined. For many years, here in the 

west, we have mostly been insulated from the calamities of war, shortages and 

natural disaster. Whatever the outcome in the Ukraine, we will not be taking 

peace for granted. We are likely to face higher prices for food and fuel. There 

will be calls to spend more on our armed forces. This in turn will affect the 

money available for worthwhile projects. All this raises the question: where, 

ultimately, is our security? 

For the believer the answer must be: our security is not in military might but in 

God, God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Worldly empires come and go. 

The Roman Empire which held sway in Jesus’ own day declined and fell. In my 

parents’ time, Hitler’s third Reich was defeated. Britain’s empire has turned 

into commonwealth. But God, the God who loved the world so much that he 

sent his son, is still the same. 

One of the less read books in the bible is the Old Testament prophecy of 

Habakkuk. It’s quite short: three pages, just three chapters. Written against a 

background of invasion, it has particular resonance for the current world 

situation.  
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The prophet turns to God in complaint: “How long shall I cry for help and you 

will not listen? Or cry to you “violence” and you will not save? Why do you 

make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are 

before me…justice never prevails.” (Habakkuk 1: 2 -4, NRSV.)  

God responds: “If it seems to tarry, wait for it…the righteous live by their 

faith...the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” 

(Habakkuk 2: 3 – 4, NRSV.) Faced with every prospect of disaster, the prophet 

voices his faith: “Though the fig tree does not blossom and no fruit is on the 

vines; though the produce of the olive fails and the fields yield no food; though 

the flock is cut off from the fold and there is no herd in the stalls, yet will I 

rejoice in the Lord. God the Lord is my strength…”(Habakkuk 3: 17 -19, NRSV.) 

What we face may be less severe: but may we display a similar rugged faith. 

Lent Giving 

The church is supporting those who suffer in the war in Ukraine during this 
Lent. You can contribute to this collection by using the plate in church, the blue 
envelopes and by giving through contactless giving which Damian manages or 
by simply using the giving page on our website. All of these will be directed to 
the effort of helping those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine. 
 

Children and Youth Missioner’s Update 
 
Abington Church ‘Little Fishes’ Toddler Group meets at the Rooms on Monday 

mornings from 10 am to 11.15 am. We have extended the time we meet 

because the children are enjoying themselves so much! Numbers are increasing 

(today we had 12 children, three attending for the first time!) and everyone 

seems to appreciate the welcoming community that is being developed. The 

children enjoy playing with the toys and with each other, and sharing their snack 

time together. We usually have a craft activity for them to do and, before we 

leave, we have a time of singing, lighting candles (battery operated ones of 

course!) and a prayer. It’s amazing how, after just a few sessions, the children 

know the routine and start preparing for our sharing time at the end of the 

morning. One way of keeping up to date with this group is to follow us on 

Facebook – Abington Church ‘Little Fishes’ Toddler Group.  

Those of you who are in church on Sundays, or who follow the services online, 

will see that the number of children attending Junior Church is also increasing. 
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We are delighted that Amelie Aiers and 

Matthew Abel have joined the team as 

helpers. 

The children really do enjoy the company 

of the teenagers who are very helpful for 

those leading the JC sessions. 

However all too soon, Amelie and Polly, 

along with their parents, are moving to 

London, due to Peter’s new job as Master 

of the Charterhouse. I invited the girls, 

along with their good friends Olivia and 

Eric May, to the park recently for a snack 

at the Café and to have some fun. We were very blessed with a sunny afternoon, 

and it was just lovely being able to enjoy our time together. 

As this update is being written we are looking forward to welcoming the 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and other families to church for Mothering 

Sunday. We are very grateful that the children are happy to take part in the 

service in lots of different ways. We hope you enjoy the service. 

Finally, if you know of any families who might like to join us for the Easter 

Activity Afternoon on Saturday 16th April from 3 pm to 4 pm, do encourage 

them to come along. We are planning to have a few craft activities in the church 

and will finish with an Easter Egg Hunt in the church yard. There will also be an 

Easter Trail in the church yard for children and families (thank you Susie for 

organising this!) so do make sure you visit during the school Easter holidays. 

Cathy Tinsley 

07516979223 or children@abingtonchurch.org.uk                                                                                                                                                          

 

Workplace prayers 
 
Would you like us to pray for your workplace, in the same way we pray for 
education establishments? Please write down the names of workplaces you 
would like us to remember during our intercessions on Sundays. There is a 
sheet at the back of the church. It could be your workplace or someone that 
you know. 
 

mailto:children@abingtonchurch.org.uk
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Zoom Prayers 

The Thursday morning Zoom Prayers have ended because the weekly Eucharist 

in church at 10.00am on Thursdays resumed on 10th March. But this is not the 

end of Zoom Prayers! It has been such a valuable experience to share 

fellowship and to grow in our prayer support of each other, that we have 

decided to offer Compline on Zoom. This will be a weekly service at 7.00pm on 

Tuesdays, starting after Easter, and I hope that many of you will be able to join 

us for that. In case you don't know, Compline is a quiet, reflective service at 

the end of the day and does include an open prayer time, so we shall be able 

to continue to support one another as we have become used to over the last 

eighteen months. The first Zoom Compline will be on Tuesday 19th April at 

7.00pm. The joining details remain the same. 

Meeting I.D. 815 8020 8528  

Passcode 409450 

Please talk to Liz Kelly if you want to know more about this exciting new 

venture for Abington Church. Her contact details are: lizmk@outlook.com or 

telephone on 07745 604591. 

 

News from the Pastoral Team 
 
During the Pandemic the Pastoral Team has been supporting many 

parishioners through regular telephone calls and this is continuing for those 

who need it. Many thanks to Jenny, Sue, and Yvonne for their dedication over 

the last two years. Now that restrictions have been lifted members of the team 

are also making pastoral visits. Home Communion is available too. If you, or 

anyone you know, would like someone from the pastoral team to get in touch, 

please contact Liz Kelly, Lay Pastoral Minister and Anna Chaplain. Her contact 

details are lizmk@outlook.com and telephone 01604 636947 or 07745 604591. 

We offer a listening ear, someone to pray with, bereavement support, or a 

friendly visit.  

We went to Abington Park View Care Home on 10th March and Revd Jun 

celebrated Holy Communion for ten residents. Then we returned on 23rd 

March for the monthly Songs of Praise Service. The theme was Lent, and we 

shared the Bible stories of the Lost Sheep, Jesus being tempted in the 

wilderness, and the crucifixion. Everyone enjoyed singing the hymns, which 

included ‘Just as I am’ and ‘I will sing the wondrous story.’ This is an immensely 

mailto:lizmk@outlook.com
mailto:lizmk@outlook.com
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valuable ministry and if you feel called to share in it, please do get in touch 

with Liz. 

Together with several other members of the congregation, she continues to 

support the weekly Friday Eucharist service in St Ragener’s Chapel for those 

who live independently at St Christopher’s, and she visits residents in the 

Home when it is possible.  

Thank you all for your prayers for the Pastoral Team and for the staff and 

residents of Abington Park View and St Christopher’s Care Home.  

 

News from Abington Park View Care Home 

The staff of APV were represented at the 

National Social Care Day of Remembrance 

and Reflection, held in Abington Park on 17th 

March, by the Owner, Misha, the Manager, 

Rebecca, and the Wellbeing Co-ordinator, 

Lisa. The residents were represented by 

Margret. The purpose of the service was to 

offer thanks to the social care workers who 

provided crucial care and support during the 

last two years of the pandemic, and to 

remember those who sadly died of Covid. It 

was a sunny day and Lisa says the service 

was wonderful. They took some tulips, which had been chosen as the special 

symbol for the event. Here is a photo of Margret at the service. 

 

Cleaning Day 
 
We are having a Church Spring Cleaning Day to clean and tidy the church. This 
will take place on Saturday 9th April from 9.30am. If you ever felt that the 
church needed a good tidying up, or if you are interested in cleaning, maybe 
you can clear your mind whilst cleaning part of the church. Please speak to 
either Donald Loe or Damian Pickard. 
 

Celebration of Confirmation, First communion and Ribbons of Prayers: 
Sunday 15 May at 10 am 
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We will celebrate confirmation and the first communion of our friends on 
Sunday 15 May at 10 am. The Lord Bishop of Peterborough, The Right Revd. 
Donald Allister will come and lead us in worship on that day. After the service 
we will go out to the churchyard and bless the ribbons of prayers and release 
them from the railings as much as we can.  
Please pencil this date in your diary. It would be really lovely to see you all on 
that special day.  
We are thinking of having a bring-and-share style lunch after the service at the 
church rooms. There will be a sign-up sheet for you to indicate whether you 
wish to join for lunch. Please do use the sign-up sheet so that we would know 
how many we should expect.  
If you are a candidate to be confirmed or receive the first communion, then 
please let the Rector know how many guests will come with you and whether 
they will join for lunch. A separate email will go out to the candidates to check 
this.  
We are also looking for people who can help with the catering. Please let 
Melissa or Lizzie Loe know if you could help!  
 

Music @ Abington 

Our celebration of musical performances continues with the second instalment 

of our recital season which take place in our church (see posters in church or 

March’s newsletter for details of our entire programme). Philip Bricher and 

John Wilson will be performing a recital of organ and piano music at 3.00pm 

on Sunday 22nd May. The duo have performed here before and always bring a 

delightful range of music for organ, piano and both. If you are a pianist or 

organist expect to go away wanting to add at least one of their pieces to your 

own repertoire. 

On 5th June we are planning a Songs of Praise service for the Jubilee. I would 

love to know people’s favourite hymn or song. Please either tell me in church 

or email me the title of your favourite to tim.dolan@abingtonchurch.org.uk 

If you don’t tell me your favourites, you’ll be stuck singing mine!! 

Tim Dolan, Director of Music 

 

Songs of Praise for Jubilee: Sunday 5 June at 3.30 at the Churchyard  

mailto:tim.dolan@abingtonchurch.org.uk
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There will be a very relaxed songs of praise service at 3.30 pm in the 

churchyard on Sunday 5 June to celebrate the Jubilee. We will be joined by 

friends from St. Peter’s Weston Favell, Christ Church, and St. Alban’s. We are 

going to sing our favourite hymns chosen by the congregations of those 

parishes and the Directors of Music. Each parish will choose two of their 

favourite hymns. To avoid duplication, the Directors of Music will decide which 

hymns will be sung. As Tim said above, please let him know your favourite 

hymns!  

We are also looking for people who can help with light refreshments as we will 

be welcoming our friends to our parish. If you can help, then please speak to 

Donald or Lizzie Loe. 

Readers and Intercessors 

Reading the Holy Bible and leading the Intercessions on behalf of the parish is 

an important ministry and a privilege. If you would like to contribute to the 

ministry of the Church by being a part of the readers and intercessors’ rota 

then please speak to Alison Barnes who is creating the rota for the next 

quarter. 

Standing Committee and PCC 
 
Standing Committee: 4 May at 7.30 pm at Melissa’s  
PCC: 25 May at 8 pm at the church rooms 
 

Draft Minutes from the last PCC Meeting 
 

Please click the title above to access the link. 
 

How to get your contribution or event into the next Abington 
Newsletter 
 
Please send content to Matthew George abingtonbulletin@outlook.com  by 
the 21st of the month for inclusion in the next edition. If you wish to have a 
printed version delivered to you, please contact Bob Purser 785836. There will 

also be a small number of copies in church for visitors. 
 

Ministry Team 

https://www.abingtonchurch.org.uk/about-us/parochial-church-council.php
https://www.abingtonchurch.org.uk/about-us/parochial-church-council.php
mailto:abingtonbulletin@outlook.com
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Rector: The Revd. Byung-Jun Kim, rector@abingtonchurch.org.uk 

Associate Priest: The Revd. Rachel Hetherington  

Readers: Alison Barnes, Prester Coleman 

Lay Pastoral Minister & Anna Chaplain: Liz Kelly 

Children and Youth Missioner: Cathy Tinsley 

Director of Music: Tim Dolan 

Churchwardens: Donald Loe and Jim Mercer  

Lay Chair of the PCC: Bob Purser 

When you arrive for a service 
A very warm welcome to St. Peter and St. Paul’s, Abington. 

We are a family church and children (however noisy) are particularly welcome 
at our service. We are delighted that you join us in worship. 

 
       If you use a hearing aid, please use the T setting 

 
Are situated at the back-left hand side of the church and include a 

baby change 

To make an offering, please complete the yellow envelope and we 

can reclaim Gift Aid. Alternatively, you can give on-line through our 

website or give regularly through the Parish Giving Scheme (talk to 

Damian Pickard or Bob Purser)     

 Our service is livestreamed. The Churchwardens can help you If you 

cannot see the screen or would prefer to be out of shot 

 St Peter and St Paul Abington Church - Home | Facebook 

 St Peter and St Paul Abington Online - YouTube 

Please speak to our Churchwardens for any assistance during the          

service or for a Gluten free wafer 

www.abingtonchurch.org.uk 

If you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter from Abington Church please email 

bob.purser@abingtonchurch.org.uk  

The Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul “The Church in the Park” 

Park Avenue South, Northampton 

Charity no. 1131414   

mailto:rector@abingtonchurch.org.ukgmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/abingtonchurchinthepark/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCHk8eQzC5B6f-nH7H4SoVA
http://www.abingtonchurch.org.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjWs9XTn8bkAhVT5uAKHWZPAKUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.kisspng.com%252Fpng-2018-silver-nugget-awards-drawing-clip-art-helping-4715570%252Fpreview.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw1quBSxxurl9HMnHfTkycrA%26ust%3D1568204373662916&psig=AOvVaw1quBSxxurl9HMnHfTkycrA&ust=1568204373662916

